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Acts 8:9-25 Pastor Mark W. Turner

Passage often used for Pentecostal view of 2  baptism – how are we to view it?nd

Can a person be considered a believer if he does not have the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit? Options:
A) Samaritans were believers w/o Holy Spirit

Denied based upon Rom 8:7-9; Jn 3:6; 15:26; Acts 2:38; 1 Cor 12:3; 2 Cor 1:21-
22; Gal 3:2; 4;6

How explain Acts 8?

B) Samaritans were believers w/ Holy Spirit – no external evidences
“receive” 8:15,17 – 2  blessing or Spirit?nd

Samaritans didn’t receive something until apostles came... What Why?
C Some would say 2  blessing...nd

C Could it be due to God’s greater purposes for His Church?
Delay due to cultural situation alluded to in Acts 1:8
Jn 7:39 – chronological, not theological teaching!

Gen 1:1-2; 1 Cor 2:14
Delay for purpose of UNITING Christ’s church as one
C) Samaritans were NOT believers until Holy Spirit came thru apostles

C Delay was to show God’s plan for a UNIFIED Church through Christ’s
appointed apostles who would deliver truth! (Holy Word)

C One time delay for Samaritans – will see delay for Gentiles in Acts 10

So What? 
Receiving Holy Spirit is an experience with effects you can point to! In Acts: 
speaking in tongues for some (Act 2:4; 10:46; 19:6); gift of prophecy for some
(Act 2:17; 19:6; cf. 10:46); free and overflowing praise of God's greatness (2:11;
10:46); obedience to the commands of God (5:32); courage and boldness of
witness (2:14–36; 9:17–22); working of various gifts (Heb 2:4), and miracles (Gal
3:5), and signs and wonders (Acts 6:8).

C no promise all receive all gifts (many ceased with closing of Canon)
C But Promise of Acts 1:8 for power & evangelizing is still true for ALL!
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